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Great Demand in
for Girl Babies

for Adoption

POUCKfcAX last night

weather There were no marka
upon the clothing whereby the child

be Identified but the police are
an Investigation The babe

was turned over to the Board of
Guardians

To the average newspaper reader
this notice published In a local paper
meant exactly what it sajd and noth-
ing more It erected Mttle more tater
tereet then a notice a few days later
to the effect that The poll of the
Twentythird street station were

with an animated newspaper
bundle last night which when opened
proved to be a lively squirming col-

ored baby boy tat over a day old
The bundle was found by a laborer
while passing through Willow Tree
alley and having eleven dusky babies
of his own be promptly turned the
prIze package over to the poll who-
m turn handed It over to Hoar of
Childrens Guardians

What become of the 4tt or W stem
of humanity that every year are
turned over to the local authorities
and become public charges That the

police are investigating or the fact
that the babe was turned over to the
Board of Childrens Guardians is a
auflcient solution to a difficult prob-
lem in the eyes of the general

Uf

Many Illegitimate Babes-
It is a fact that a very large per sent

of the abandoned babies is illegiti-
mate which in the eyes of the world-
s but another word for degeneracy

But except In occasional eases these
children are not degenerates and by
care kindness and wise administra-
tion grow up to be useful elttsens
and to clean man and womanhood

The shame and disgrace which forces
the unmarried woman for fear of ex
posure to leave her baby upon a con-

venient doorstep is only one of a num
ber of causes of childabandonment
Poverty is very very often the cause
of a entrance Into a foundling
asylum The father of a large fam-
ily reads the editorial on the MIlS of
race suicide rather gloomily as he
listens to the peevish cry of hie new-
born babe and goes wearily to his
poorly employment wondering
how he will make his hardearned 16

a week feed eight persons when be-

fore it refused to purchase bare neces-
sities for but seven His sudden death
leaves an invalid wife and six chil-
dren without support and the four
smallest ones are turned ever to the
Board of Childrens Guardians for dis-

tribution among the different found-
ling asylums of the District This Is
the first step In the right direction and
the public is satisfied that by some
hook or crook these children will be
cared for after a fashion but there
Is an undercurrent of feeling that
probably they will in the course ef
events land in Jail and again become
public charges

The years that Intervene between the
finding of the baby on the deerstep

Mrs Theodore Shonts
Continued from Second Page

Theodora Shonts made their Wash
Ingttn debut at a appoint-
ed tea and small dance
cember 18 Mrs Shoats suffered none
by comparison Her gown on that oe-
oasion was of black lace and velvet
over white sUn with the skirt and
bodice heavily embroidered in doth of
gold roses

Mrs Shonts street gowns are also
exceedingly handsome and original
one attractive one
almost of brown Shin
The rich brown doth nn
lehed with bands of the pony with a
abort coat muff and hat of tie pony
skin the hat trimmed with two grace-
ful blue feathers

Court Prosontatjon Gown
Of particular Interest to feminine

minds is Mrs Stonts court
costume she wore when presented to
King Edward and which was voted
the moat beautiful and Ingenuous gown
at old St James

It was a handsome Worth creation
white duchess satin and net made
princess fashion over soft white chif-
fon and handsomely embroidered
in diamonds to give the of tiny
little drops of water The top of the
bodice was embroidered with diamonds
fashioned like roses and gracefully
finished with folds of tulle

The heavy court train was attached
to the shoulders and gracefully draped
In folds caught in at the waist with
an exeeptiot ally handsome diamond
buckle The train was also of heavy
white satin and net embroidered with
diamonds and crystals in the fashion
of clusters of feathers tied with

With this the slippers worn
were of the same material as the
gown embroidered In the same design
on tee and fastened with diamond
buckles

A more becoming or artistic
would be hard M imagine It

created a furore among the feminlat
contingent ef at the
time of Mrs Shoots presentation
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or in the vestibule and Its majority-
are busy busy years and following
up of one of these waifs iron
lu advent Into the world will the

when it becomes selfauppartin
Include an Intensely interesting study

f existing social conditions
When the policeman nods the bundle

of humanity on doorstep of Ute K
street howe he takes It to tbe state
la which bta beat la located The
sergeant transcribes on the blotter the
exact tuna date and location of the
lading ef the baby Moo IU prob-
able age and the sex and describe
minutely each article of clothing
worn giving an accurate dMcrtntto
of the basket If the Intent was ww
pod a newspaper the name of
paper to given also the date
Board of Childrens Guardian en-

notlned and Uw baby tasetb
a copy of the record on t n to
blotter Is turned over to heard
Up to two years ago th Hoard of
Childrens Guardians was empowered
to select a asylum or heepital
for the little stranger hut today the
child Is placed temporarily in the hand
of a nurse sad later the ease eamn
up before the Juvenile Court which
declares legally what dlapoalUon
be made of tbs Infant When the In
taut ie Anally aasigned to seine of
the charitable inatttutiona according
to Its age or condition the clothes and
any and all marks whereby the chili
could later ha Men ti tod are turned
ver with It In moot cass where

waif la a baby It la remanded to the
Foundling Asylum which la located on
fifteenth street between S
streets There the baby la again

docketed numbered and If 1U name
la not known one is bestowed ant
ever afterward the baby is known oft
dally by that name And various and
sundry and especially applicable are
the names selected by tbe kindly ma-
tron One of the youngsters at the
Foundling Asylum today is staggering
beneath the name of Theodore Alton
Roosevelt Parker because at the time
of Its admission on election night
the fate of the successful candidate
was yet undecldedas la the fate of
the yet toddling waif

JJs

Seven Years of Peace
For seven years after the admission-

of the infant Into the Foundling Asy
lum It pursues the even tenor of itsway The child is fed and eared for
and attended to with as much energy
and forethought as It at the end of
seven years It would come Into the
possession of money and position-
It is taught from the time It lies all
day on its back sucking a pudgy
thumb the law of obedience a law of
which the average child outside ef an
asylum knows very little The dlsel-
pllne is perfect and makes an Indelible
impression At the end of the seven
years It Is a question of who suffers
the most at the departure of the child
the child itself or the matron and
nurses who have been so closely asso-
ciated with it

But the time has come when the
child must be schooled and taught a
trade and with this Idea In view It
Is taken to the Industrial School a
Washington Institution situated near
Tenleytown D c Upon admission
here with proper credentials from the
Foundling Asylum the Board of
Guardians and the Juvenile Court the
child perhaps a boy begins life anew
amidst entirely new environments
scenes and employment

1

Assigned to School
First of all he la aligned to school

whisk he must attend for half of each
day and where the necessary branches
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of learning are inculcated in him The
rest of the day Is devoted to reere
atton and an apprenticeship at some
trade For a period generally exist
ing about nine years the boy Is care
fully and thoroughly perfected in the
trade selected and there are many
branches to ehcxfee from Horticulture-
is perhaps the one best liked by the
boys and considered by the super-
intendent and board as being the one
host fitted to the peculiar needs of the
Government charges At the expiration-
of the nine years or before If the boy
ie competent a place on farm where
a good la offered l generally
selected Then tel the first time since

a
home
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bulb u v weutliM toe air of fiv
doss and as long a he conducts
Mtiwir the Government has
HO jurisdiction over him It la only In
very rare CM H tlutt a boy has had to
MiftVr th lemMdlny of the reform
wheel

rttrfeapa the boy has fleiectad ear
pMtr a a trade that will offer the

of ib nine be Is placed with a
rMtty lied showed to demonstrate
whether r not east support himself
In other eases wiser the boy has not
t n In any ol-

venHtons offered to him at the In
uMrtM a place Is found for

Mm ret r ndjrtor or driver
of an express wagon At all events

kind of work iS obtained for a
boy is never turned from the school
until he is placed to the heat advan-
tage by the superintendent If the
child is found mentally deficient and
with hope ef a bettering of Its cot
ditto it is placed In a home for
feebleminded children

So much for the doorstep baby The
mescenger boys newsboys and child
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laborers In general do not fare nearly
so well as the babe picked up In Wil-
low Tree alley and it is doubtful if
they make as substantial citizens

Finding Her a Place
Perhaps It Is a girl found by a

settlement worker In a dingy unventi
lated back room She Is seven years
old and rather too far advanced ever to
become satisfied with life at one of the
city orphan asylums so the Juvenile
Court places her In the Industrial
School and here she may learn

the domestic arts and scien-
ces dressmaking and rudimentary
branches When the superintendent

t

thor-
oughly

the

¬

¬

¬

and staff consider that she is compe
tent a place Is fund where she can
by her chosen trade support herself
comfortably

These girls are today supporting
themselves In stores as telephone
operators and dressmakers and fort-
unate Indeed Is the housewife who
obtains one as a domestic or nurse
There is little Question as to who will
matte the best wife and mother the
product of the Industrial School or the
graduate in the person of the pert
young miss of the street corner

There Is in one of the large jewelry
stores In this city an 1803 head clerk
who twenty years ago was turned ever

¬

¬

to the Industrial School fatherless
motherless homeless and hungry He
is the most trusted employe of this
large concern a devoted husband and
father and a respected citizen It has
been a number of years since he left
the institution but his interest in It
has never failed and he is a gener-
ous contributor at holiday and festi-
val times toward the pleasure of the
present Inmates He Is trot one of a
small army of onetime boys who han
become a credit to themselves and the
school-

A large number of the waifs picked
up by the police and settlement work
ers are not sent directly to the Found
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¬

¬

log Asylum but for various reasons
are farmed out to nurse If the
mother or father of the babe is known
to be consumptive or otherwise dis-
eased It is not deemed advisable ta
place that particular child where it
could infect others If the child im
proves sufficiently It may In course
of time reach one of the institutions
but If not It is placed in a hospital or
sent if possible to a climate more
suitable It is a fact that today In
Washington there Is an unusually
large demand for girl babies for adap
tJen as many as thirtyfive being ap
plfedfor in a single weak

Up to within the last two years a
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¬

¬

mother unable te provide tar tier off-

spring legitimate or tDe tUsaat was
permuted to place the baby with u

of the charitable inatttntlona
It was property registered and i it
fled But about two years ago
authorities came to
the District
for a great number of children
mothers were from Virginia and
land and who on account of the
in the District came to Washing
where the babies were born

The mothers then placed them in a

institution where the story of th
poverty and shame did not become
matter of pubUe record and att i

ward returned to their own
a new law was enacted wh rei

a child before admission into any
the asylums must if the mother
father Is living and known be brou ir
to the Juvenile Court where Its

parentage are recorded nod r
ward it Is legally turned over to Sf
Anns Infant Asylum or the Fount
ling Asylum

Rather than submit to the
attached to this method of rr edllr
mothers today prefer to put their H-

igltlmte offspring in Ute care of some
colored woman for a paltry sum a
week and thus escape possible detec-
tion by friends or relatives

There has been a marked decrease
In the number of babies admitted ti-
the charitable institutions in the lost
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